the Environment and the Gospel

‘ethos

a Centre for Ethics and Society)




CONFERENCE PROG

9:00am
9:30am

11:15am
11:40am

12:30pm

1:15pm

2:05pm
2:30pm

Registration
Main Session

Psalm 104 “The whole earth is full of Your creatures” — Mick Pope
The A Rocha story — Stuart Blanch
Panel Interview- with Sally Shaw, Greg Stone and Kathleen Withers

Morning Tea

Workshop #1

A Climate of Confusion — Mick Pope

Present Realities and Future Hope: A Christian Perspective on Biodi-
versity Conservation — Greg Stone

Urban Sustainability — Tom Allen

Lunch

Workshop #2

The Bible’s answer to tricky questions — Sally Shaw
Conservation research as a Christian — Andrew Bennett
Taming the desert - Tony Rinaudo

Afternoon Tea

Action Groups

Making steps towards sustainability:
Learn to make your own beeswax wraps as a plastic-wrap sub
stitute ($15) - Limited Spaces

Put your money where your mouth is:
Write to your bank or super about where they are investing so you
can use your money as a force for good

Enjoy what God has made:
Join Philip Hughes on a birdwatching bushwalk (allow for 2
hours at least)

Have a chat with A Rocha:
Talk with some of the national directors of A Rocha Australia



CONFERENCE
SPEAKERS

Psalm 104 shows us that the whole of creation is a testament to God’s
divine wisdom and power; its destruction is the result of human sinfulness.
Working through God’s Word together, Mick will help us open up the
conversation of this conference. He will encourage us to see how God
cares for His creation, and challenge us to become better stewards of our
Father’s world.

A Climate of Confusion

Christians, the media, and some politicians seem confused over climate
change. ltis real. It is our fault. It is potentially devastating. This workshop
looks at the basic science to show how certain we are, why there is
disagreement when there shouldn’t be, and why although we need to act
individually, we also need to work together for societal change.




Stuart will share with us A Rocha’s story, both here in Australia and across
the world. A Rocha started in 1983 when a small group of Christians in
England stepped out in faith to demonstrate God'’s love for his Creation in
Portugal. In the past 35 years A Rocha has grown to an international family
of projects in 20 countries. Australia is the newest chapter in the A Rocha
story, and we are seeking God'’s guidance and wisdom as we establish
an organisation that undertakes practical on-ground nature conservation
projects, participates with partners in conservation science research,
engages churches about the scriptural basis for creation care, and
provides hope through Jesus Christ for people who despair at the global
biodiversity crisis.

Present Realities and Future Hope: A Christian Perspective on
Biodiversity Conservation

Many scientists have proposed that the sixth mass extinction is

already underway, and that we should expect a huge reduction of the
earth’s biodiversity to occur in the decades and centuries ahead. How
might Christians respond to this? The bible provides a unique view of
biodiversity conservation which enables God’s people to understand the
present realities while working with hope for the future.




Living Sustainably

This workshop will practically explore the concept of sustainability in an
urban setting. What are things people living in urban areas can do to bring
about the sustainable future we need? With a foundation of principles and
methods that will help you think about sustainability in your context, we will
discuss and share sustainability interventions around the home and in the
garden, as well as community level initiatives. An emphasis will be placed
on interventions that are open to all and are cheap or free.

Taming the desert

Tony will share on his faith journey and living and working in Niger Republic
for 18 years and how he is now able to apply the hard lessons learnt on the
edge of the Sahara desert around the world through World Vision.



The Tricky Questions

Sally will run a discussion group and attempt to tackle some of the tricky
questions such as:

1. What are some ways that conservation can be incorporated in third
world missions and be used to benefit people living in poverty?
2. How important is caring for the environment if Jesus is coming back
soon?
3. How does caring for the environment fit in with serving Jesus and our
mission of sharing the gospel?
. What does scripture say about environmentalism?
. Why do we need to prevent the planet from dying when it's gonna pass
away real soon?
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“One of the most important things | believe is for each of
us is to have a sound Biblical basis on creation care and be able think
how we might answer the difficult questions such as the ones above.”

Wildlife Research and Faith

Andrew will share some of his experience in wildlife research and
conservation, and lead discussion about the intersection between nature
conservation, stewardship, and Christian faith.



