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Habitat forever

Sighted at Neds Corner
Station
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Trust for Nature (Victoria) is a not-for-profit organisation that works with
private landowners to protect native plants and wildlife on their land.
Two-thirds of Victoria is privately owned, which means that the protection
of native plants and wildlife on private land is vital. Trust for Nature has a
number of different ways to support private land conservation including,
conservation covenants, an ongoing land stewardship support program for
all covenantors and a Revolving Fund and the purchase of land

for permanent protection.

Patron
The Honourable Linda Dessau AC, Governor of Victoria.

Trustees

Geoff Driver (Chair) Dr Sandra Brizga
Amanda Noble (Deputy) Katherine Cary
Gayle Austen Dr Georgia Garrard
Cas Bennetto Binda Gokhale
James Bentley Dr Charles Meredith

Contact

5/379 Collins Street - Melbourne, Victoria 3000 Australia
Phone: +61 3 8631 5888

Email: trustfornature@tfn.org.au
www.trustfornature.org.au

ABN: 60 292 993 543 ’ >
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Regional updates

Meet a covenantor
Introducing one of our largest covenantors who is committed 14
to buying thousands more hectares of land for conservation

Stewardship 16 "‘- [
Managing deer to protect vegetation »

Conservation science 17 -
Using a national standard to assess ecosystems

Events 18 -' n

Covenanted properties

From Gippsland to the Wimmera, these properties of all 20
sizes will be protected forever e
Revolving Fund

Cockatoo Sanctuary connects new owners to special 22

people and places

Collaboration pk 1

Finding new ways to fund conservation

Volunteers
Introducing a new program where volunteer experts 24
support covenantors

26

Fundraising news




PAUL DETTMANN

Paul Dettmann bought his first property in 2008 to
protect it with a conservation covenant.

He has since established about 40 covenants on
properties across Victoria, making him one of Trust for
Nature’s largest covenantors.

A sixth generation farmer with agricultural qualifications
from Dookie College (with a2 masters in private land
management of private conservation areas), Paul has
turned conservation into a business, leveraging private
industry to protect land through a diversified business
model that services environmental markets such as
carbon offsets. He uses the land for offsets and carbon
trading and is also interested in eco-tourism.

| 4OLNVN3AOD V L33

He chooses his properties based on their conservation
values and their proximity to other protected areas like
national parks.

Paul said, “We like to have diversity across the state.
We're working across a range of ecosystems and we
focus on connectivity. National parks are big areas of
biodiversity—they’re like continents and the land in
between the parks are like islands. We want to link
them up.”

“The United States’ view of conservation is much

bigger than ours. We have a limited view of conservation
—theirs includes forestry and ranch land but there are
synergies between low input grazing and conservation.

Meet a covenantor

ON A MISSION TO PROTECT
thousands of hectares

“I think we need to understand and integrate farming
and conservation more. Farmers are the biggest land
managers and rather than there being a tension
between agriculture and conservation, we need to
find synergy.”

He anticipates his work will include a lot more
sustainable agriculture over the next 10 years and he
hopes to have models that have significant covenants
but are also profitable for agriculture, with the goal to
covenant at least another 10,000ha. Paul’s business
often covers the cost of the covenanting, which can be
upwards of $30,000 each.

Paul said conservation covenants are a way to protect
land forever, regardless of who owns it. He said,
“Although I am sure we will be doing things better in

the future, we can clearly see we are living with fragile
natural systems that can be damaged or destroyed so

| want to make sure that whoever follows in managing
the properties can’t undo the good work and years of
protection we've put in, that’s the main reason | strongly
believe in establishing conservation covenants on land.

“Without a covenant, if you get hit by a bus tomorrow
your legacy could be lost. All your work could be undone
if it’s not protected.”

Paul has seen anincrease in covenanting since he
started but hopes that it will be slowing down because
we've done the work we need to do.

“Not all areas are suitable for conservation covenants
and hopefully in 50 years there will be fewer people
doing it simply because we will have protected the bulk
of the remaining intact private land native vegetation,”
he said.
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Conservation
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